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Aims: 

1. What is dyslexia and what does it mean? 

2. What might the signs be? 

3. What are the possible difficulties it could cause? 

4. How can we help children with dyslexic tendencies to fulfill their potential? 

 

 

 

 dys =  difficulty    lexia = language 

 

 

 

 



 

 
The Simple View of Reading 

 
 
 



 

 

Snowballing: reading comprehension  

Not reading unless have to; limited experiences 

Self-esteem 

‘The Juggling Act’/Cognitive load: not presenting true ability in other curricular areas 

 

  

 



 

Children with dyslexic difficulties particularly benefit from learning that is: highly structured, systematic, ‘little and 

often’, using graphic representation, allowing time for reinforcement and encouraging generalization 

In school 

• Support for spelling through phonics ie RWI scheme and interventions 

• Discrete teaching of Spelling eg the neuro-linguistic spelling technique, all about the word,  

• Bypassing spelling and reading through enabling eg. Word banks, ‘said’ words, user of laptops, thesaurus, 

dictionary, HFW list, conjunction list, writing frames etc 

 

 

At home 

 

To create a reading culture: 

• Show that reading is ‘what we do’ 

• Audio books 

• Magazines and shorter articles 

• Continue to read to them and with them 

• Do the voices! 

• Books that pique interest 

• Rule of five 

• Encouragement to read in shops, signs etc; providing purpose 

To directly support learning: 
• Explicitly teach work attack skills 
• Teach and discuss new words before, during and after reading 
• Use Spelling Shed 
• Mnemonics, pictures of words, making a story 
• Support joined handwriting 
• BBC Dance Mat Typing 
• Routine and organisation; responsibility eg timetable, regular homework slot 
• Minimise distraction 
• Use techniques on hand out to support weekly spelling 
• Use the curriculum documents provided by school, noting the new language 

 

Be patient- it is possible and you will get there! 


